In a recent article on geometrical visual illusions (or ''illusionists''), published in this journal, Wade (2014) included a portrait of the 19th-century physiologist Adolf Fick (1829 -1901 , who-besides his influential theory about the control and functioning of eye movements (Simonsz & den Tonkelaar, 1990 )-in vision science is generally credited as the discoverer of the so-called horizontal-vertical illusion, which typically consists in an overestimation of vertical extents relative to horizontal ones. In the legend of his Figure  16 (a), Wade (2014, p. 858) asserts that Fick (1851) had studied this illusion by using a cross, a T, and an L as stimuli. This is incorrect. To the best of my knowledge, the L was introduced by Sanford (1898) and the T by Titchener (1901) , although neither author provided any further explanation about the relevance of these figures. The cross, or plus sign, can be found in various places; the earliest one that I am aware of is Wundt (1859). Fick's monograph did not contain any figures, and he was actually working with rectangles and squares.
After Fick (1851), figural stimuli have seldom been used in the study of the horizontalvertical illusion. Sleight and Austin (1952) could not in general replicate Fick's observations except for circles and ellipses. In turn, Houck, Mefferd, and Greenstein (1972) could not replicate Sleight and Austin but found some support for Fick's observations on rectangles and squares. Fick's (1851) explanation of the illusion in terms of astigmatism also instigated very little research (Pearce & Matin, 1969; Valentine, 1912) . To this very day, both Fick's (1851) observations and his explanatory account remain underresearched topics.
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